Bur Oak E-Bulletin

Newsletter
November 2, 2018

Upcoming Dates

November 5-22
Grad Photos

-

1

November 6/7
Diwali

¢

November 14
Grade 8 Transition Day
Take our Kids to Work Day

November 16
Midterm Report Card
Distribution

November 19
Grade 8 Open House
School Council Mtg.

6:30pm-8pm

November 22
Grade 12 Semi-Formal @
Chandni Grand Banquet

Hall

December 4
Winterlude Concert
7pm-9pm

Principal, Rose Li
rose.li@yrdsb.ca

Board Trustee, Allan Tam
416-898-9607
allan.tam@yrdsb.ca

Vice-Principal, Elizabeth Sloan
Superintendent of Schools, elizabeth.sloan@yrdsb.ca
Paul Valle
905-940-7800

paul.valle@yrdsb.ca

Vice-Principal, Vanessa Wonnacoft
vanessa.wonnacott@yrdsb.ca

School Phone: 905-202-1234

Please click on the attached link in order to access the

School Council Annual Report, 2017-2018.

Vancouver in May 2019

Bur Oak S.S has an incredible learning opportunity for students in May 2019. The Visual Arts
and History departments are collaborating to take students to Vancouver to experience
the art, culture and history of the West Coast. The trip runs from May 16-21, 2019. Students
will participate in a variety of learning opportunities throughout Vancouver and Whistler
focusing on art and the history of Indigenous People in Canada. For information please
contact Ms. DeVries - michele.devries@yrdsb.ca or Mrs. Musselman -
heather.musselman@yrdsb.ca

School Council Forum

Parents are invited to attend the School Council Forum on Monday,
November 26, 2018 at Milliken Mills High School. Sessions run from
5:30pm to 8:30pm
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FLU SEASON IS HERE

Get the flu shot as early as possible

The first and best step to preventing the flu (or influenza), is to get the flu shot every year.
The flu spreads quickly and easily from an infected person to others and anyone can get it.
Getting the flu shot can protect you, your family and those around you.

Students may be at higher risk of getiing the flu as they come together in close public spaces
including the classroom, gymnasium, cafeteria and librany.

The flu shot is especially important for students who have a chronic condition (e.g. asthma,
diabetes) or those who live with or have close contact with a pregnant woman, kids less than
five years old, or a resident of a nursing home or other chronic care facility since these groups
are at higher risk of getting very sick or being hospitalized because of the flu.

Flu shots are free and are readily available at:

« Health care provider's offices for people six months of age and older
« Participating pharmacies, for people five years of age and older

In addition to getting the flu shot annually, here are some other health tips that can help
prevent the spread of the flu:

+ ‘Wash your hands well and often with either soap and water or alcohol based hand rub

+ Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze (if you do not have a tissue,
cough into your upper sleeve)

« Ayvoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth

« Stay home when you're sick

s (Clean and disinfect surfaces and shared items

[t's important to get the flu shot as early as possible as it can take nearly two weeks for the
influenza vaccine to take full effect.

To leam more about flu and flu vaccine, visit york.ca/flu.

PUBLIC HEALTH
1-B77-464-9675
TTY 1-866-512-6228
york.calffiu
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NEW! Pathways Planning and Course Selection Platform:
Grades 7 - 12

The York Region District School Board will be providing your child with an engaging
and new interactive online education and career/life planning platform starting in
November 2018. Career Cruising will not be available to students after November
15, 2018. Students will be notified via their GAPPS account email of the steps
required to save information, that has been stored in their Individual Pathway Plan
(IPP,) from Career Cruising into their GAPPS account.

This new platform will include a number of beneficial resources to support your child
as they progress through high school, including:

Who Am | - 6 unique assessments for self-exploration and discovery (including
Learning Styles, Myers-Briggs Personality, Holland Interests, Knowledge,
Motivations, and Compatibility)

High School — A tool to visually plan courses, track progress toward graduation,
and instantly identify post-secondary eligibility for opportunities in all pathways
Post-Secondary — A database to explore post-secondary opportunities and
compare detailed information on apprenticeships, college programs, university
programs and workplace sectors across Canada

Goals — An interactive goal setting tool to set S.M.A.R.T. goals and action plans
Occupations — A database of over 500 occupations to compare
comprehensive information on jobs

Resumes & Cover Letters — Interactive tools to record personal experiences,
build resumes and write cover letters

Money - An engaging budget-making tool to help students tfrack income and
expenses and develop financial literacy

Job Search - A tool to explore real-world job postings that relate to
occupations of interest

Portfolios — A portfolio builder to create multiple portfolios and share it with
parents, teachers, or future employers

Schools will be receiving more information regarding the transition to this new
platform in the coming weeks and will continue to provide students and
parents/guardians with updates.

Please encourage your child to move their Career Cruising files to the Google Drive
using these steps.
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Take Our Kids to Work day is in its 24th year. On Wednesday, November 14, 2018 Grade 9
students across Canada will spend the day at the workplace of a parent, guardian, relative,
friend or volunteer host.

Parents and guardians invite their own children to join them at work for the day, but if this is not
possible, there are other ways for your child to participate:

o Ask arelative, neighbour or family friend to take your child to work.

e Ask a parent who is taking his or her child to work if your son or daughter can join them
for the day.

o Contact local businesses and ask if they are participating in Take Our Kids to Work
day. Inquire if someone within their organization would be willing to host your child,
providing you make the necessary transportation arrangements.

For more information, visit https://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/events/take-our-kids-to-
work-day website.

Thanks to our partnership with the Immigrant Youth Centre (IYC) we have students new to
Canada participating at the “Take Our Kids to Work Day @ IYC”. See Ms. McSween for more
information.

SN -f ,

. ARNING PAETIERS 1 p
Take Our Kids to Work™ Program P b force
g !

.
a
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Legalization of Cannabis

As of October 17, 2018, it will be legal for individuals 19 and older to buy, use,
possess and grow recreational cannabis. It remains illegal for anyone under the
age of 19. This is the same as the minimum age for the sale of tobacco and alcohol
in Ontario. Regardless of age, cannabis is not allowed on school property or at
school-related events at any time.

It is illegal for anyone regardless of age to smoke or vape any substance, including
cannabis:

e af school, on school grounds, and all public areas within 20m of these
grounds

e on children’s playgrounds and public areas within 20m of playgrounds
e in child care centres, or where an early years program is provided

e in places where home child care is provided — even if children aren’t
present

*Please note that in Markham the by-law states that cannabis can only be consumed in
private residences.

There will be consequences for students if they are believed to be in possession or
under the influence of alcohal, illegal drugs or cannabis. Suspension will be
considered. There are exceptions if the medicinal use of cannabis is outlined in the
student’s Health Care Plan.

If a student gives alcohol or cannabis to anyone under the age of 19, the school
will contact police, suspend the student and consider expulsion.

In YRDSB, we want families and students to be informed about the facts of
cannabis legalization. To support this learning, you may find the following resources
helpful. You can also request a hard copy through the school office.

Cannabis: What Parents/Guardians and Caregivers Need to Know

Cannabis Talk Kit: Know How to Talk with Your Teen

We will continue to provide students with information and support to make positive
and healthy decisions.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school’s
administration.
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933 Bur Cak Aosoms Phoma:  (205) 202-1234
Mk, Cmtaria, LEE 1G4 Fax  (R05) 021236
B Li E. Shoan V. Wonnacott

Princival Vice- Princival ice-Princival

Dear parents/guardians,

As part of a partnership between YEDSE and Fenewed Computer Teclmology (RCT), qualified fanmlies with
children enrolled at our school have the opportimity to purchase quality refirbished computers at a reduced
cost.

Applicants mmst live in Ontario, have a student enrolled at the school and either receive government assistance
payments or qualify as a limited mcome earner under the limited income cut-off standards*.

Below 1s a lited income grd for your reference.

2 people $30286
3 people §37.234
3 people $45.206
3 people §31272
6 people $57286
7 people or more §64381

Desktop computers are available for $71 and laptop computers are available for $161, including software, a
two-year hardware and labour depot warranty, and delivery to the school. Parents and legal puardians may

apply for one computer per student, with a linnit of two per household.

If you are mterested in applying, please finalize your order no later than November 9, 2018 by completing
an online application at www.rcto.ca/outreach using the group code on the tladmd[ruglmﬂ}u

lesem There are sections in the RCT Online Application that are no lomger applicable:
# Requirement of Proof or Documentation of Income

« Requirement to participate in training pricr to receiving your computer/laptop
The Section on Course of Study can pertain to elementary or secondary.

E}m&:mthxmmhnmdumﬂthﬂmﬂ,ymm}rmmuﬂa school computer to complete
the application cnline.

For more information, imcheding complete application and payment mstructions, please refer to the attached
program flyer and checkhst.

Sincetely,
L
Principal

.

dankin
[l A T PN 1]
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Renewed Computer Technology -.
Renewed Computer Technology (RCT)is a not-for-profit, charitable orgenization that empowers lsemers,
educators end not-for-profit organizations with ecoess to affordeble, renewed computers tohelp meet
education end career goals. Working with the Bur Dak Secondery School wo ore offaring the following
peckages
You can epply forthisprogremif | Decsltop Package £60.00 plus shipping 1100 =£71.00
yOU orex
You get = a deaktop complete
Argaident of Dnterioand you are with Windows 10 and M3
en incividual with limited income. Dffice - Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
Dutiock and Onehlote plua
Perents or lagel guerdiens may leaming softwere
epply on behalf of a child or youth Others: Monitor, Keyboard and
under the ege of 19. Mouge
We offer 1 computer, per family, "Computers may not appear eaactly ag shown
with a imit of 2 per houashold
evary 0na year. Laptop Package $150.00 plus shipping $11. 00 =$161.00
Amply online (@ wwwreoto.ca #
uaing group code: LARZE4-103 You get - alaptop complete with
Befors November 9, 2018 Wincows 10 and MS Office -
Word, Bxcel, PowerPoint, Dutock
end Onellote plua lseming
software
. For moreinformation, please contact:
RCTech Mein Office
pd OUTREACH Bur Oak Secondery Schocl
P 9062021234
.._ VisitUs Onlne @ www.RCTOca () @ACTomtarko
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Renewed Computer Technology

APPLICATION CHECK-LIS;I‘

Application & Peymant Deadling: November 9, 2018 | Group ID Code: L 3RZE4-103
Broup Nama: Bur Oak Secondary School
Computer Dellvery: Clonts will be comtacted when computers are ready

Al ourt an online epgication end provide payment before Nowsmber 9, 20108 at www.rcto.caloutreach
In orger tomuceeesfully complate your onliing eppliication, pleeseinclude the fdlowing:
The Group D Code: LARZE4-1D3 | Bur Ok Secondary School is the group neme
AND oelect Misslssmuge as your centre

Propl' of Finpsuplal Bty - Appllcants rmust qualify as an indi dusl with Imited Inoorme under the limited
Inoama art-off standards listed balow. Familles recaving soolal assistanos ara advised ta ahaok with thalr OW
caase worker. Parents or lagal guandians may apply on babalf of g ohlld or yourth under thaage of 18

Family sirs Annganl Insprg*

Z paapla #30,786
Spaapla #3734
4 paapla $45,706
& paapla $51.77%
&peapla #G7 786

Tpooplaormora #6381

Phann o e — Yorrk Ryl on Disctri o Soboal Bosard s not ressponsdbla for, rapealr, naplacemant ar angolng
meaintenanos of tha refurbished equipment providad by RCT through this program; veriflation of valld loanses
installed an refurblshed equipment provided by RCT through this pragram; Toss of data or damaga to deviees

Paypnk: #5000 for 5 desdetop and #160.00 for a laphop - plus #1100 shipping.
- Debit{Cradit Card, Cortiflod Chagua, Westam Unlon Chague, Bank Draft, or MonayQrder
- NOCASH. Thark yaul

Chubrpuain ol o P tie: Rancncd Compirter Toahnology - Applkeant rana rust b added In tha marma
Tlcdd. Wit you oot 1 piok-Up your potnputer, pleasa bring a government phata D,

For morginformation, please contact:

' = » RCTech Main Office

Bur Dak Secondery School
90R202.1234

Visit Us Oniine @ www.RCTO.ca @RCTontaslo

8| Page



Provincial Consultations on Education Reform

Ontario has launched consultations on education reform. There will be three ways for
people to participate:

e An online submission form, available now, that allows people, organizations or groups to
provide their views on any of the consultation topics. Submissions can also be sent to the
ministry by emailing fortheparents@ontario.ca or auservicedesparents@ontario.ca.

e An online survey that will be available soon in English and French, with questions that
relate to the key themes below.

e Telephone town halls across Ontario, with separate town halls in English and French.
The telephone town hall discussions will be aligned with the themes discussed in the survey.
The dates and times of these town halls will be posted on fortheparents.ca as they
become available.

The consultations are intended to focus on the following topics:

e How to improve student performance in the disciplines of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM);

e How our schools are preparing students with needed job skills; What more can be done
to ensure students graduate with important life skills, like financial literacy;

e How to build an updated and age-appropriate Health and Physical Education
curriculum that includes subjects like sexual health education, mental health and the
legalization of cannabis;

¢ What measures can be taken to improve standardized testing;

e What steps schools should take regarding the use of fechnology in classrooms,
such as the use of cell phones;

¢ What elements would participants like to see included in the Ministry of Education
e Parents’ Bill of Rights.
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Inclusive School and Community Services gl
YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD(YRDSB) 2018

negon
IGMELT BEL RAED

GUIDANCE FOR HIGHER STUDIES AND
CAREER INFORMATION WORKSHOP 2018

For secondary students (GR. 9-12) & PARENTS/GUARDIANS

o _wirsevalldsrenr aufsTiLed ulLemp 2018

Date: Saturday, November 3, 2018 Time: 9:30AM-2:30PM

Venue: Middlefield Collegiate Institute,
525 Highglen Avenue (@Middlefield Road), Markham
Admission: Free

Looking for Information on ......
SECONDARY SCHOOL COURSE SELECTIONS

CAREER CHOICES | T“jTT

- UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE SELECTIONS ahdd
SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANT APPLICATIONS

JOIN US! MEET THE PROFESSIONALS! GET THE RIGHT ADVICE!
Refreshments & Snacks provided

To register contact the following phone numbers or email:

K. Theivendirarajah: 416-335-3453 Initha Subramaniam : 905-884-2046 ext 228
Initha.subramaniam@vrdsp.ca and cram_145@hotmail.com

In partnership with:
Canadian Tamil Professionals” Association (CTPA),
Canadian Tamil Medical Association (CTMA) &
Sri Lankan Accountants Association of Canada (SAAC)
Educators For Tamil Students’ Success (YRDSEB)
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Parent Engagement and Network (PEN) for Chinese Families

Next Workshop! Growing Success and Post-Secondary Pathways fin Carmtonese and
Mandiarin)

Date & Time: Thursday November 8, 2018, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Location: Unionville High School, 201 Town Centre Blvd, ON L3R BG5S

This workshop will be presented by YRDSE educators

Space is limited. Please register online: fitp://bit. fv/PEN-WS

Phone registration: Jean Wang 416-662-5416, email registration: Cathy Ng cothy.ngi@yrdsb.ca
Looking Ahead:

English Language Learning & Speciol Education Supports

Date & Time: Thursday, December 6, 2018, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Location: Unionville High School, 201 Town Centre Blvd, Markham, L3R BG5S

Summer Programs and Volunteer Opportunities

Date & Time: Thursday, March 21, 2019, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Location: CICS Immigrant Youth Centre, 5284 Highway 7 East, Unit 2, Markham, L3P 189
Parenting Workshop

Date & Time: Thursday, April 25, 2019, 6:00— 8:00 p.m.
Location: Unionville High School, 201 Town Centre Blvd, Markham, L3R 8G5

@ccsvn G ICS U iy UL ”'5%
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The Alliance of Educators for Black Students (AEBS)

AEBS iz united in our purpose to promote the achievement and well-being of Black students.
A Conference for Students (Grades K-12) and their Families/Supporters
The African proverb, It takes a village to raise a child”, speaks to the importance of forming

partnerships within families and community to nurture the wellbeing and success of our children
and youth. This conference aims to equip families and students for navigating the schooling

expenience, forge partnership with community, and support the process of mapping the journey
to success.

Theme

AEBS A Lasting Impact
Come out to be inspired and informed: Guest Speakers, Workshops, Discussions

When
Saturday, November 24, 2018
Time
Time: 9:30 — 2-:00 p.m.
Location
Redstone Public School, 235 Redstone Road, Richmond Hill, ON_, L45 2E2

REEGISTER HEEE by NOVEMBER 10, 2018

Send an email to charlotte. reid@yrdsb.ca if you are school staff and you wish to register
students and their parents/guardians using a paper copy of the registration form.

All students attending the conference must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information about the Conference, please contact piemretie walker@vyrdsb.ca
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B [Community Living York South) 905-294-3971 4118 267,

Chinese Newcomer Parent Support Group for Families with Children with
Developmental Disabilities

Topic: Intro to YRDSE Spedal Education Program and Services
This event is only available in Mandarin and Camtonese

Elementary - Oct 4, 2018 (Thur)

Secondary - Nov 8, 2018 (Thur)

Speaker: Cathy Ng, Teacher Liaison (YRDSB)

Time: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Location: Markham Village Library (6031 Highway 7, Markham ON L3P 3A7)
Upcoming topics:

Dec 6, 2018 (Thur): ABA strategies to understand and manage behavior of children with ASD
Jam 10, 2019 (Thur): Community Resource/Funding for Special Needs

Feb 7, 2019 [Thur): Mindfulness

Registration and inquires (Childminding available upon reguest):
Ellen Chan {Community Living York South) 905-294-4971 ext. 267,
echan@communitylivingyorksouth.ca
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Taspieet £zmiog!
Tamil Parents and Guardians Network

Information Sessions

In Tamil and English
When:

Sunday, October 28
Sunday, November 4
Sunday, November 11
Sunday, November 25
Sunday, December 9

Time:
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Where:
Milliken Mills High School, 7522 Kennedy Road, Markham ON L3R 955

For registration and more information, please contact:

Initha Subramaniam
Teacher Liaison
Inclusive School and Community Services
York Region District School Board:
905-884-2046, 228 or nitha subramaniam@yrdsb ca
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Free Yoga and Women's Support Group
In Tamil, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi

What:
Topics include: parenting, family stress, health and nutrition, employment, etc.
Come and have fun for Free!
When:
Every Tuesday starting October 23, 2018
Time:
6:30 pm — 830 pm
Where:
Ellen Fairclough Public School, 33 Brando Avenue, Markham ON L35 4K9
For registration and more information, please contact:
Leena Mayyar, Family Services for York Region:
416-818-7075 or L_nayyar@hotmail.com
Initha Subrameaniam, York Region Disirict School Boarnd:
905-884-2046, 228 or Initha subramaniami@yrdsb ca

Free Child Care & Snacks!

fS I -—w 57
?ﬁ. Yk B v York Rggion :’;J m%m

Excelems i Coumelling
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Association of Sri Lankan Graduates of Canada

Jointly with

Inclusive School and Community Services
York Region District School Board

What:

Guidance for Higher Studies and Career Information Workshops 2018
For secondary students (Grades 9 — 12), parents and guardians

Admission is Free; Refreshments and Snacks provided!
When:
Saturday, November 3, 2018
Time:
9230 pm — 2230 pm
Where:
Middlefield Collegiate Institute, 525 Highglen Avenue (@ Middlefield Road), Markham

For registration and more information, please contact:

Initha Subramaniam
B05-864-2046, 228 or Initha subramaniam@hrdsb.ca
K. Theivendirarajah
416-335-3453 or cam_145@hotmail. com
In parmership with:

Canadian Tamil Professionals’ Association (CTPA), Canadian Tamil Medical Assocation (CTMA
Sri Lankan Accountants Association of Canada (SAAC), Educators for Tamil Students’ Success (YRDSB)

16 | Page




